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                East Asia can be a puzzling place. For many observers, it is a region that is forever on the edge of conflict, a possibility primarily kept in check by what is invariably seen—by American observers, at least—as the largely benign and necessary strategic presence of the United States (Friedberg ). Yet even this dominant realist reading of the region's balance of power has been undermined of late by America's relative decline on the one hand (Layne ), and the apparently unstoppable “rise of China” on the other (Kaplan ). What we can say is that there is growing consensus that while East Asia may have been surprisingly stable for the last few decades, that stability is under threat and may prove the historical exception to the rule of regional conflict and turmoil.
Clearly, these are issues of enormous practical and theoretical importance. If East Asia does relapse into the sorts of conflicts that distinguished much of its twentieth-century history in particular, this would be a catastrophe for the region and the rest of the world given East Asia's renewed importance in an increasingly interdependent global economy. Timo Kivimäki's study of East Asia's “long peace” is, therefore, a potentially important and welcome addition to a surprisingly limited literature, which actually seeks to explain what has happened over the last few decades, rather than what ought to have happened according to some of the more influential theoretical models of International Relations (IR) (but also see Weissman ).
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